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Lakes Drawdown and Dredging Project 

• The Lakes Drawdown and Dredge Project that began on July 8,2019 
with the drawing down of the lakes has been extended another year.  After 
the first season of the drawdown Cravath Lake has been fully drawn down.  

• To help with the drawdown of Trippe Lake, siphons were added over the 
spillway in the summer of 2020. This allowed the continuous drawing down 
of the lake over the past year.  

• Both lakes were drawn down by August of 2021.

• The dredging phase of the project took place January, 12 – February 27 
of 2022.  Both lakes were drawn down through this entire process.

• Lakes were refilled in the spring of 2022. 

• The goal is to improve water quality and depth, reduce aquatic 
vegetation and eliminate certain invasive aquatic plant species.  Please 
follow our website www.whitewater-wi.gov for more information as this 
exciting project begins. 



Cravath February 16, 2022



Trippe Lake February 16, 2022 



Cravath Lake March 15, 2022



Trippe Lake March 15, 2022





Original Dredge Plan



Cravath Dredging Area



Trippe Dredging Area



Cravath Lake July 2019



Cravath Lake August 2022



Current State of the Lake









Upcoming Project Time Line

• Fish restocking fall of 2022

• Controlled burn scheduled for January 2023

• Plan the treatment of cattails spring of 2023

• Fish restocking fall of 2023



Fish Stocking
• DNR fisheries stocked Northern Pike in September, 

300 in Cravath and 350 in Trippe:  10 -11 inch size



Keystone Hatcheries Fish Stocking

• Fish stocking is scheduled for the end of October 
• Each lake will receive 

• 100   Bluegill 4 – 6 inch
• 600   Crappie 2-3 inch 
• 500   Yellow Perch 3-5 inch

• In addition 5-10lbs of Golden Shiner will be added 
to each lake
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Black Crappie



Yellow Perch



Golden Shiner



Large Mouth Bass



Burning in January 2023











Coontail



Lake Sediment 
(desiccation, decomposition and consolidation)



Germination of Native Seeds
Aeration:

O2

CO2

Many seed producing plants need cold 
stratification and/or oxygen to germinate



Long Leaf Pondweed



Wild Rice



Softstem Bulrush



Smartweed



Yellow Water Lilies



Cattails



Function of Cattails

• Use of phosphorus to reduce algae blooms
• Wind break to allow establishment of native 

submersed plants
• Wildlife habitat
• Lake sediment stabilization
• Goose deterrent from shore area



Cattail Management

• Winter burn scheduled for January 2023
• Additional methods

• Mechanical Harvest
• Manual cutting ($2,400.00 per day)

• Bog removal 
• Chemical Treatment







Goals of Lakes Restoration Project

• Navigational depth for boating
• Clarity of water
• Shift in aquatic plant community
• Improve fishery
• Improve wildlife habitat
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