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City of Whitewater Landmarks Commission

DESIGNATION STATEMENT

ENGEBRETSEN/DORR HOUSE

The Engebretsen/Dorr house located at 622 West Main Street was nominated by

its owner, Mr. Stanley Yerges, for designation as a Landmark under Whitewater
Ordinance 999. The Landmarks Commission designated the house on April 20, 1983
based on three criteria.

The house is a good, carefully preserved, example of victorian architecture and
has a preponderance of original material. The structure is built in what is
commonly known as a Queen Anne style having as noteworthy features a three story
octogonal turret, along with a large wrap around front porch with tapering columns,
double door entrance highlighted by an ornately decorated pediment, a second

floor balustrade porch covered by a projecting gable and leaded and stained glass
windows. The roof is of original tin composition.

The Engebretsen/Dorr house is identified in the public's mind with the history

of Whitewater. It was built by an important community leader, Edward Engebretsen,
who was the first treasurer and second Mayor of the City of Whitewater. It

later became the home of Mr. Engebretsen's daughter, Ruth, and her husband,

John Dorr. Mr. Engebretsen was a dry goods merchant during the later nineteenth
century when Whitewater was at the peak of its importance and prosperity as a
center of agricultural trade and manufacturing. The house he built, with the
assistance of a professional architect, proclaimed his success in business and
stature in the community and continues to exemplify the spirit of that period

in the history of Whitewater.

Its location makes it highly visible to residents and visitors alike, to whom
it represents the finer, old residences of Whitewater.

(Approved July 27, 1983)

&
Grafton H. Hull, Jr.
Chairperson
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