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Landmark Nomination

I- Name

historic
Thomas Basse-tt; House

and/or common
Basse-tt House / Whitewa-ber Pederation of Womens Clubs

2- Location

street & number 708 Wes-b Main S-fcreet

city, town

'vrtiitewater

congressional district

state WISCONSIN code 055 county
Walwor-bh

3- Classitication
Category

district
Ownership
\^-.- publicYAX building(s) ^"private

_ structure _ both
site Public Acquisition

_ object _ in process
being considered

^^3
^/bccupied

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
_ yes: restricted
_ yes: unrestricted

no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation

XXXX other: s oc ial

4- Owner ot Property
Whi-tewa-ber Federation of Womens Clubs

name

street & number
708 W. I'Tain S+reet

Whi-tewater Ai

city, town vicinity of state ZIP
5319 o

5- Location of Legal Description dn county courthouse)

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.
Walworth Coiznty Courthouse

street & number

city, town
yikhorn

state Wisconsin

6- Representation in Existing Surveys
-,., Nat'l Register of His-fcoric Flaces (dist.rlct nornina.-bion siirvey)

date pending federal state _ county local

depository for survey records

citv. town statp
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7- Description

Condition
XX^excellent

good
fair

Check one
deteriorated X^?unaltered
ruins _altered
unexposed

sk one
originalsite
moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

FRESE'NT: Two-s-tory, 19-bh cen-tuzy cream brick house, orien-fced sou'bh.

Fron-t porch wraps •bo wes-b; eas-b bay window and -two-story eas-fc side porch,

Story and one-half addition on north, with a-btached single story, single s-ball
garage on north.
S-fcone UntSls & sills of windows unpain'ted; windows shutterless.
Fron-b door on south side; second, smaller door on east.

GRIGII1AL: An I-baliana-te dwelling with several Greek Revival fea-tures.

Buil-b during spring/summer of 1857 for Thomas Basse-t-fc on property he purchased

from P.H. Brady during spring of 1856 (F.L. FPATT'S ADDITION).

Italiana-be features:

1) form: simple hipped roof, low-pitched; facade . openings are typically three-

ranked.

2) eave overhang,
'bracke'fced

wi-bh single bipacke-bs; all eaves bracketed, including

tha-b of one s-bory garage in rear of home.

5) Triple bay window, w/bracketed eaves and. den-fciculated comice.

Revival fea-bures:

1) windo-ws; s-fcone lin-tels larger than s-bone sills, coimnon in masonry examples
of Greek Revival homes. No Italiana-be arch or curve or elaborate enframement.

2) front door: single wi-th elaborate surround of full -bransom ligh-b.

Altera-fcions:

WR 1 Augu 1878: Virs. T. Basset-b has put a two-s-fcory addition on weat side of her
house, adding very greatly to the appearance of -fche building and also to -fche

convenience of its in-terior arrangenien-fcs. A new roof has also been pu-fc on vtole
'building.
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M (31 :i. C e i s h er" ©I::) y g i ve r"i t h at t h e Lar'i d m ar k s> Com m i ss i o n <::) +
•l: h e C, i ty af W h i t e w a fc er h a':;;; d e '"s i g n a t &? d t l-i e f a 11 ow i n g
bu:i. 1 d:i. ng a<::> a Landmark pursuant ta the Landmar-ks
Ordinance; TifclE' 17, Wh:i. towafcer Muni ci pal CDde;

Bassett Hous>e 708 W. Main St.

I;;: ;•; fc er i or <.:: a n s fc r-1-1 c fc :i. on or a 11 er- at i (::) n o 'f t h i s s fc r- I.A c t u.r 13 a r-

grot..ind':5 reqi..i:i. ra pr'ior' appr-oval by tl-iE' Landmarks
Commi Kision „

Gra-ffcan H, Hul :1. , Jr'.
Chai rperson
I.... an d (nar k s (::; c:) ni ni j. s s i o n
Augusfc 22, 1985

<:::(::: s City Clerk
B i.i i I cl j. n g I n <::> p ec t or
City Assessor'
1:::11 a n Com m 1 ss i on
OwnRrsi of Ftecord af proper"fcy within 300 feet
of above strucfcur-e
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