


B oset House

Landmark Nomination

1. Name

Thomas Bassett House

historic

Bassett House / Whitewater Federation of Womens Clubs
and/or common

2. Location

street & number 708 West Main Street
whitewater
city, town congressional district
state WISCONSIN code 033 county walworth
3. Classification
Category Ownership wtus Present Use
__ district .- public “__Aoccupied ____agriculture —___ museum
‘A4 puilding(s) **XXprivate ____ unoccupied ____ commercial ____park
__ structure — both — work in progress —__ educational —__ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment —__religious
____ object —__in process —_yes: restricted ____ government ___ scientific
— being considered —_ yes: unrestricted —_ industrial transportation
—__no ____ military ALXX other: social

4. Owner of Property

Whitewater Federation of Womens Clubs

name

}(J8 We iAd1ln b+I‘et3t

—
U
N

LY
\O

(@]

wWhitewater W
city, town ___ vicinity of state ZIP

5. Location of Legal Description (i county courthouse)

;i Walworth County Courthouse
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number

mlkhorn s :
city, town state Wisconsin

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Nat'l Register of Historic Flaces (district nomination survey)

“Me

pending

date —federal ____ state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records

city. town state






7. Description

Condition Check one ck one

¥XXexcellent ____deteriorated XXXXunaltered - original site
____good —— ruins — altered ——  moved date
— fair —___ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

FRESENT: Two-story, 19th century cream brick house, oriented south.

Pront porch wraps to west; east bay window and two-story east side porch.

Story and one-=half addition on north, with attached single story, single stall
garage on north. -

Stone 13nte€ls & sills of windows unpainted; windows shutterless.

Front door on south side; second, smaller door on easdt,.

CRIGINAL: An Italiamate dwelling with several Greek Revival features.

Built during spring/summer of 1857 for Thomas Bassett on property he purchased
from P.H. Brady during spring of 1856 (¥.L. PRATT'S ADDITION).

Italianate features:

1) form: simple hipped roof, low-pitched; facade . openings are typically three-
ranked.

2) eave overhang, bracketed with single brackets; all eaves bracketed, including

that of one story garage in rear of home.,

3) Triple bay window, w/bracketed eaves and denticulated cornice.

Revival features:

1) windows; stone lintels larger than stone sills, common in masonry examples
of Greek Revival homes., No Italianate arch or curve or elaborate enframement,

2) front door: single with elaborate surround of full transom light.

Alterations:

WR 1 Augu 1878: Mrs. T. Bassett has put a two-story addition on west side of her
house, adding very greatly to the appearance of the building and also to the
convenience of its interior arrangements. A new roof has also been put on wWwole building.
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