Whitewater Landmarks Commission
MINUTES
Thursday, June 2, 2022 – 6:00 PM
Municipal Building, Cravath Lakefront Room
312 W Whitewater St, Whitewater, WI 53190
Call to Order and Roll Call
• Chairperson Blackmer called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
Present: Patricia Blackmer, Ben Adamitus, Karen Coburn, Dan Richardson
Absent: Ken Kienbaum, Lukas Schreiber
Staff present: Olivia Pratt
Others: Kori Oberle
Approval of Agenda
• Coburn made a motion to approve the Agenda for this meeting, seconded by Adamitus.
Ayes: Adamitus, Blackmer, Coburn, Richardson
Noes: None
Abstained: None
Absent: Kienbaum, Schreiber
The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Approval of Meeting Minutes
• Richardson made a motion to approve the minutes from May 5, 2022 with a second by
Adamitus.
Ayes: Adamitus, Blackmer, Coburn, Richardson
Noes: None
Abstained: None
Absent: Kienbaum, Schreiber
The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Hear Citizen Comments: No formal Landmarks Commission Action will be taken during this meeting
although issues raised may become a part of a future agenda. Participants are allotted a three-minute
speaking period. Specific items listed on the agenda may not be discussed at this time; however, citizens
are invited to speak to those specific issues at the time the Commission discusses that particular item.

Set date of next meeting – July 7, 2022 at 6 p.m.
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Reports
• Update on Birge Fountain, Landmarks Commission Oversight
Chairperson Blackmer reported that the fountain is being well-cared for. It has an adequate
water flow and there are no major problems. There were many positive reports on the library
display of the fountain. The Heritage Day Tour will raise funds for repair and restoration of
the fountain.
• Update on City Manager’s Plan for the Effigy Mounds Preserve and future work
Kori Oberle is taking charge on the planning at Effigy Mounds Preserve and making sure that
there will be a clear path that will follow state requirements. There have been two meetings
and around 15 hours of volunteer labor to create a “temporary walking open area” with a
generous 15-foot buffer from the mounds. Flagging will be kept up for multiple mows to make
sure the open area is clear.
•

Walton Oaks Park, Midwest Prairie work completed to date and resolve to encroachment
issue
Commission member Coburn reported that the lawyer-written letter has been sent out asking
owners that are encroaching to remove their property from the park land. Eric Boettcher will
be meeting with the owners to further discuss the issue. The Parks department is going to be
marking the boundary of the park.
Unfinished Business
• Heritage Day Tour (planning for 2023 Birge Fountain 120th Anniversary)
A meeting will be happening in the near future regarding planning of the tour.
• Premier Bank as a possible Landmark
The possibility of Premier Bank becoming a landmark is an ongoing process.
• Landmark Hotel Restoration
The Landmarks Commission has seen no effort from the property owner since approving
multiple changes he brought before the Commission and said he would start in May. To date,
he hasn’t pulled any permits nor responded to any emails from Chairperson Blackmer. She will
reach out to Chris Bennett and see if anything can be done.
• Bassett House Garage Door
The owners of the Bassett House have decided to restore the garage door rather than replace it
as approved in the May 2022 meeting.
New Business
• Building Codes on Main Street: August 2-4
This is a webinar being offered by the Association for Preservation Technology. Chairperson
Blackmer can share the information with anyone interested in attending.
• Bower House Restoration
Cathy Anderson shared documents with the Landmarks Commission regarding the Bower
House / White Elephant showing historic images and drawings as well as renovation plans.
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The plan is for there to possibly be retail on the ground level and more high-end apartments or
condominiums on the higher levels. The owner is putting a lot of work and money in to the
project and the Commission is excited to see progress.
Future Agenda Items
• Update on City Manager’s Plan, Birge Fountain Committee, and Walton Oaks Park
• Landmark Hotel
• Heritage Day Tour
• Premier Bank as Possible Landmark
• First English Lutheran Church Sign
Adjournment
• Blackmer adjourned the meeting at 6:27 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Olivia Pratt, Staff Representative
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