Whitewater Landmarks Commission
MINUTES
Thursday, February 3, 2022 – 6:00 PM
Municipal Building, Cravath Lakefront Room
312 W Whitewater St, Whitewater, WI 53190
Call to Order and Roll Call
• Chairperson Blackmer called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
Present: Patricia Blackmer, Ben Adamitus, Karen Coburn, Ken Kienbaum, Dan Richardson,
Lukas Schreiber
Absent: None
Staff present: Olivia Pratt
Others: Richard Helmick, Kori Oberle
Approval of Agenda
• Schreiber made a motion to approve the Agenda for this meeting, seconded by Adamitus.
Ayes: Blackmer, Adamitus, Coburn, Kienbaum, Richardson, Schreiber
Noes: None
Abstained: None
Absent: None
The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Approval of Meeting Minutes
• Schreiber made a motion to approve the minutes from January 6, 2022 with a second by
Adamitus.
Ayes: Blackmer, Adamitus, Coburn, Kienbaum, Richardson, Schreiber
Noes: None
Abstained: None
Absent: None
The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Hear Citizen Comments: No formal Landmarks Commission Action will be taken during this meeting
although issues raised may become a part of a future agenda. Participants are allotted a three-minute
speaking period. Specific items listed on the agenda may not be discussed at this time; however, citizens
are invited to speak to those specific issues at the time the Commission discusses that particular item.

Set date of next meeting – March 3, 2022 at 6pm
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Reports
• Update on Birge Fountain Committee Ordinance Repeal, Landmarks Commission
Oversight
Chairperson Blackmer states that at this point in time, the ordinance repeal has not been
posted in the Whitewater Register. Therefore, the ordinance has not been officially repealed
although it was repealed at the Common Council meeting without a second reading.
Schreiber says that although it still needs to be posted, he believes that the repeal is in effect
24 hours after voting takes place.
•

Update on City Manager’s Plan for the Effigy Mounds Preserve

Chairperson Blackmer spoke with Eric Boettcher regarding Effigy Mounds and Walton Oaks
Park. Midwest Prairie was hired to clear brush at both sites, but has not yet made any attempt
to be there as the weather has not been cooperative and they have had other projects to finish
up. Boettcher will be in contact to figure out their start date. Effigy Mounds will be done
first, then they will move onto Walton Oaks.
Commission member Coburn brings up money that she heard about at the Urban Forestry
Committee meeting that has been given towards the restoration of Effigy Mounds and
Walton Oaks. She asks if any of that money will go towards the brush cleanup. Blackmer
responds that she knows nothing of that money and as far as she knows, the funding for the
brush cleanup was part of Boettcher’s leftover budget.
Unfinished Business
• Student application for Landmarks Commission
Emma, the new president of the archaeology department at UW Whitewater, has expressed
interested in joining the Landmarks Commission, but has not yet applied. She has been given
information on where to find the materials required to apply.
• Library display case ideas for May
It was decided that the original idea of showing the full process of becoming a landmark may
be too convoluted for the small space available in the library. Another possible avenue to
pursue is city owned historical property such as the bell at the fire station. Walton Oaks and
Effigy Mounds would be nice to show, but it is unknown if substantial progress would be
completed by May. Commission member Adamitus wonders if there would be any specific
landmark that would be beneficial to spotlight for the years forward, such as the Birge
Fountain.
• Continued postings on TheClio – White Memorial Library.
Blackmer has submitted the White Memorial Library to be added to TheClio postings of
historical landmarks. This adds to the educational component of the Landmarks Commission.
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New Business
• Heritage Day Tour (planning for 2023 Birge Fountain 120th Anniversary)
Citizen Oberle proposes using the 2019 Heritage Day model for the 2023 Heritage Day event.
The focus being Birge Fountain and the main objective being to raise funds to restore the
fountain – not maintain it. Following that model, there would be a number of community
groups and organizations helping throughout the event. Oberle asked the Landmarks
Commission to be a primary partner with the event (document attached.) The proposal is still
a draft and open for any changes. Oberle suggests the Landmarks Commission, Historical
Society, and Downtown Whitewater get together in the next few months for a broad discussion
to figure out tour elements.
• Survey Completed for Certified Local Government Status
An annual survey must be completed to keep status as a CLG. Blackmer completed the survey
and had is sent to Jason Tish, the Certified Local Government Coordinator for the Wisconsin
Historical Society.
• Wisconsin Association of Historic Preservation Commissions Conference
The conference will be held April 29-30, 2022 in person and virtually. Blackmer sent the
Commission members information by email. In the past, the Commission was able to offset
some of the costs for individuals to attend, which will be looked into again this year. Though
the City is a member of the association, there is still a fee for individual attendance.
Future Agenda Items
• Heritage Day tour ideas
• Library display case ideas
• Update on City Manager’s Plan, Birge Fountain Committee, and Walton Oaks Park
Adjournment
• Blackmer adjourned the meeting at 6:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Olivia Pratt, Staff Representative
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