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U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s :  

July 4 
Independence Day 

August 6  
6pm - 9pm 
National Night Out 

August 28 
Mock-Training at 
School 

August 29 
UW-W Move-in 

September 2 
Labor Day 

September 3 
1st day of School for 
UW-W & WUSD 

September 4 
Dispatcher Meeting 

September 11 
Patriot Day 

A Pause in Time 
by: Chief Lisa Otterbacher 

I’ve been ask more times 
than I can count “So, why do 
police officers have to write all 
those tickets, don’t you have 
anything better to do?”  If I 
reflect on the world of policing 
from an outsiders prospective, 
I do believe it sounds like a 
valid question.  To most, a 
speeding ticket is an 
unnecessary  expens ive 
consequence to something 
that “everyone does” with no 
other notable justification 
beyond a state statue or 
ordinance that formally 
dictates the speed of travel on 
a particular roadway.  Most 
ticket recipients are honest 
people who are consumed by 
their busy life and pushed the 
gas pedal a bit harder than 
anticipated.  Tight time lines 
and packed schedules are 
most likely a place everyone 
has been at one point or 
another.  

The challenge for most is to 
reflect on enforcement from a 
law enforcement officer’s 
prospective.  What do police 
officers experience that so 
many others do not?  For 

some officers, the bigger 
picture comes during accident 
reconstruction training, when 
an officer calculates the speed 
of travel and recognizes that 
had the vehicle not been 
speeding the final point of 
impact would have been 10 
feet less and the collision 
would have never occurred.    
For others it may be the 
handling of the officer’s first 
fatal car accident as the 
officer accompanies the 
county coroner to deliver the 
death notification. 

There are two worlds that 
are impacted with any tragedy, 
officers live in both worlds. 
The one everyone is quick to 
recognize is the grieving 
family, the one who has lost 
their loved one.  The second 
world is that of the driver with 
that same busy schedule who 
was texting when the crash 
occurs.  Seldom is there a real 
criminal act intended, it’s our 
busy lives that consume us 
and we forget to take that 
moment in time to slow down.  
The second driver’s world is 
changed forever; knowing a 
life has been taken by their 
actions will be a lifetime 

weight to carry. 
It is at a time such as this 

that officers tend to reflect 
back and ponder if a previous 
traffic enforcement ticket 
would have created a “pause 
in time” for the driver or 
passenger.  The point to 
ponder is if a ticket was 
enough to modify a behavior 
that may cause someone to 
slow down, make a complete 
stop at the stop sign, to leave 
their phone on the seat or not 
drive after an evening of social 
drinking.  Clearly we will never 
know, but the more important 
question may be “what if it did 
make a difference?” In the law 
enforcement world the 
unintended risks can often 
equate into the issuance of a 
ticket, the incarceration of the 
someone who drank too much 
or the death notification to a 
grieving loved one.  As officers 
run traffic enforcement or 
arrest a drunk driver, there is 
nothing more important to do 
than save the life of an 
unsuspecting victim.  In the 
end perhaps that ticket is 
actually a gift, creating a 
pause in time, even if it is just 
for a day. ♦ 

N ew Community Service Officer 
by: Captain Brian Uhl 

Please join me in welcoming our new CSO Laurence Justin Stuppy. 
Justin’s first day with the police department was April 15th. Justin is a 
current UW-Whitewater student seeking an undergraduate degree in 
Letters and Sciences. He spent a year at Mukwonago High School after 
moving to Wisconsin from California. Justin comes very highly 
recommended and will make a great addition to our team. ♦ 
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Key Note Speaker 
WUSD Superintendent Eric Runez 

Police Commission Recognition of Jim Olsen 
presented by Police Commission  

President Jan Bilgen Craggs 

New Employee Recognition - Ofc. Derrick Schleis 
presented by Lt. Tim Gray 

Exceptional Service, Distinguished Service and Civilian Gallantry Awards 
Ofc. Jen Ludlum, Det. Sgt. Tina Winger, RCC Mel Lentz, Chris Greenwood, Det. Adam Vander Steeg 

presented by Chief Lisa Otterbacher 

Distinguished Service & Civilian Gallantry 
Awards - Det. Sgt. Tina Winger, Child  

Advocacy Center Director Paula Hocking 
presented by Capt. Brian Uhl 

Exceptional Service Award  
Dispatcher Marsha Petersen 
presented by Capt. Brian Uhl 

American Legion Award  
Det. Adam Vander Steeg 

presented by Capt. Brian Uhl and American Legion Representative Steve Nass 

Raymond Trost Training Officer of the Year Award  
Sgt. Dan Bradford 

presented by Lt. Tim Gray 

Officer of the Year Award  
Det. Dan Meyer 

presented by Chief Lisa Otterbacher 



L INCS Law Enforcement Luncheon 
by: Officer Michele Martin 

On Wednesday, May 29, 2013, 18 employees from four different local 
law enforcement agencies attended the annual LINCS Elementary School 
Law Enforcement Appreciation Luncheon.  In addition to having a 
delicious, nutritious school lunch, we made many new friends.  The 
weather was terrific this year, so after lunch we played Frisbee and 
basketball on the playground with the students.  We also signed 
autographs and showed off our squads.  A great time was had by all!  
Thank you to the staff and students at LINCS Elementary for inviting us. ♦ 
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Retiree Tom Rutledge views the  
recently posted department photos  

during his visit in June. 

R etiree H.R.218 Shoot 
by: Chief Lisa Otterbacher 

On June 17, 2013 firearms instructors 
Sgt. Bradford and Officer Weston 
conducted the department’s second 
annual law enforcement retiree 
qualifications in support of the H.R.218 
Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act of 
2004. The warm temperatures and 
sunshine made it a perfect day at the 
Walworth County Range.  There were a 
total of five retirees that participated in 
this year’s qualifications session.  Sgt 
Bradford and Officer Weston presented a 
very informative training presentation 
and course of fire for the retirees. In 
addition to some great conversations 
about the “good ole days” the retirees 
again walked away with some very 
impressive targets.   

Retired Senior Investigator Roger 
Millard joined us this year with his 

revolver and sole speed loader.  The 
revolver was his original duty weapon, 
the high tech speed loaders were added 
later in his career. Roger said it took a 
couple of trips to the basement to 
successfully locate all of his original 
gear. Overall the event was very 
successful and we hope to have more 
retirees join us each year. ♦ 

Front: Jim Nevicosi, Roger Millard, Mike Strauss 
Back: Ofc. Ryan Weston, Dave Haberman,  

Sgt. Dan Bradford, Larry Meyer 

Former Officer Sid Krahn came for a tour of 
the Police Department during our open 
house in May. (Pictured with Dispatcher 

Cathy Pierce and Officer Bill Oliver) 

K 9 5k/10k Fundraiser 
by: Officer Jim Elder 

The Whitewater Police Department K9 
Fundraising Committee hosted the 
Whitewater K9 5k/10k Run on June 1st 
at the Cravath Lakefront Park.  There 
were approximately 125 runners/
walkers and 40 dogs who participated 
in the event.  Over 25 volunteers helped 
with a variety of tasks including 
registration, timing, and refreshments.  
All participants were given a “goodie 
bag” containing various donated items 
and a high quality WPD K9 5k/10k Run 
shirt.  A dog hospitality station provided 
free dog bandanas, treats, sanitary 

bags, and extra leashes for those who 
chose to run or walk with their dogs. 

The event began under the Cravath 
Lakefront Archway with a 1 mile Kiddie 
run for runners 12 and under. The 5K 
and 10K participants took off at 9:00 
am and the dog teams at 9:10 am with 
the race winding through downtown and 
along Wisconsin Street. Two water 
stations, one on Parkside Dr. and the 
other at the new Tripp Beach Park 
pavilion, provided refreshment for 
participants. The Tripp Beach water 
station even had a small pool for the 
pups to cool off before the final leg of 
the race. 

A f t e r  t h e  r a c e  t h e r e  w e r e 

refreshments, which were donated by 
various businesses, volunteers, and 
participants.  A DJ was on hand to 
provide up-beat music throughout the 
event and prizes were awarded for the 
top finishers in seven age groups.  A 
special congratulations goes out to the 
top finishing male, Calvin Otterbacher 
(1st overall), and female, Heather Mills 
(3rd overall).  Calvin finished with a time 
of 19:43 and Heather finished in 20:49.  
Mallory Epping and her K9 pal finished 
first in the Dog/Owner Team 5K with a 
time of 26:17. The event concluded with 
a small awards ceremony with all 
awards being provided by various 
donors.              Continued on pg 5 

Warden Niemeyer, Records Tech Swartz, Deputy Martin,  
Warden Gomez, Ofc Martin, NSO Fiedler, Det Servi, Ofc Swartz,  
Ofc Kersten, CSO Stuppy, Sgt Schwartz, Ofc Sacco, Capt Uhl,  

Sgt Gempler, Ofc Schleis, JO Valadez, Chief Otterbacher (left to right) 



July 
Kathy Boyd, 14 years on 7/8 
Ellen Reddy, 5 years on 7/21 

Dave Gempler, 20 years on 7/26 
Dan Bradford, birthday 

John Kleinfeldt, birthday 
Kim Millis, birthday 

Ryan Weston, birthday 

August 
Josh Erickson, 3 years on 8/16 
Cathy Pierce, 6 years on 8/27 
Shawn Reif, 16 years on 8/28 

Josh Erickson, birthday 

September 
Adam Vander Steeg, 11 years on 9/13 

Brian Uhl, 6 years on 9/17 
Ellen Reddy, birthday 

Jim Elder, birthday 
Mel Lentz, birthday 
Tim Gray, birthday 
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WPD Anniversaries & Birthdays W hitewater Police Personnel 
Updates  

Ofc Derrick Schleis graduated from MATC 
Police Recruit Academy on April 19th. 
Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Det. Sgt. Tina Winger’s 
son, Brady on his graduation from 
Whitewater High School on June 9th.  Best 
wishes for the future, Brady. 

Congratulation to Dispatcher Kathy Hogue’s daughter, Erin, and son in law, 
Chris, on the birth of their baby girl, Paige. ♦ 

W PPA/Chief Don Simon Memorial 
Scholarship Winner 

On May 22, 2013, Juvenile Officer Saul Valadez presented 
Brady Winger with the Whitewater Professional Police 
Association (WPPA)/Chief Don Simon Memorial Scholarship 
during the Whitewater High School Scholarship night. Brady 
will be attending UW-Eau Claire in the Fall majoring in 
Criminal Justice. ♦ 

Ofc. Schleis with his girlfriend and 
family at graduation. 

 Robert Hemlick from S. Boone Ct. 
called the communications center to 
say he was pleased to see the bike 
patrol (Ofc. Martin & Ofc. Becker) in 
his neighborhood.  He appreciates 
that. 

Dear Whitewater Police Department, 
Thank you for your generous support 

of the inaugural Book It! 5K and 
Family Fun Run. Your contribution 
was instrumental in helping us raise 
over $3,000 for the Friends of the 
Library and the children’s summer 
reading program. We really 
appreciate it.  See you next year. - 
The Committee 

 To the WPD, Thanks so much for 
joining us for this year's Law 
Enforcement Luncheon. The kids 
loved it!  We appreciate all you do to 
keep our kids and this community 
safe! - Dara Keng, LINCS Volunteer 
Coordinator ♦ 

While many of the Whitewater Police Department employee’s efforts are commendable and deserve thanks,  
here are a few letters and comments that have been recently brought to the attention of the Chief of Police.  

F rom the K9 Committee 
by: Captain Brian Uhl 

The K9 committee has been working 
hard since the beginning of the year to 
raise funds for our first K9 unit. We are 
almost half way through the year and 
almost half way to our goal. To date, we 
have raised just over $22,000 of our 
$45,000 goal. This is a result of 
donation letters, fundraisers, coin 
collections at local businesses and a t-
shirt drive. Our success can be linked to 
several areas and many people within 
the community. Area businesses have 
donated just over $6,000. The 

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
students and organizations have helped 
raise over $6800. Through fundraisers 
such as the 5K/10K run walk, t-shirts 
sales and a change drive, we have 
raised just over $7,500 with the rest 
from private donations. 

We want to thank everyone who has 
helped us to our goal. We are hoping to 
have the same success through the 
remainder of the year to help us meet 
our goal by year’s end. Please visit the 
K9 Committee’s Facebook page at 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
whitewaterk9  or department’s website 
for future fundraising events.  

Our next fundraising opportunity will 
be on August 6th at our National Night 
Out event. We will be featuring a dunk 
tank in which key members from the 
Police Department and Whitewater 
School District will be participating in. 
Help us raise money by dunking your 
local favorite administrators! ♦ 
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O n April 27th, Officer Michele Martin, Officer 
Neal Kolb and Lt. Tim Gray with Records 

Technicians Cathy Swartz and Angela Sahr 
attended the First United Methodist Church for 
their Annual Spring Salad Luncheon. ♦ 

O n April 29th, Chief Lisa Otterbacher and Records Technicians Angela 
Sahr and Cathy Swartz participated in this year’s Make A Difference 

Day.  Community members and UW-Whitewater students joined together 
to complete various cleanup activities throughout the city. ♦ 

U WPD and WPD Officers 
cruise through downtown 

Whitewater during their IPMBA 
(International Police Mountain 
Bike Association) Bike Training. ♦ 

K9 5k/10k Fundraiser  
(continued from pg 3) 

A silent auction was held throughout 
the event and brought in a third of the 
event’s total profit.  Residents, 
businesses, and sports teams donated 
items for the auction to include an 
autograph football from the Green Bay 
Packers, wine tasting for 8 from Staller 
Winery, and a 32” LCD TV, donated by 
Wal-Mart. 

Due to the great turnout and 
response from the community the 
event has been officially scheduled for 

May 31, 2014.  To stay up to date on 
race info, along with other K9 
fundraising events you can “friend” 
Whitewater Police K9 on Facebook. 
T h e  r a c e  w e b s i t e , 
www.whitewaterk9run.weebly.com will 
also be updated closer to the time of 
the event with information and a link 
to register.  Race co-directors, 
Dispatcher Heidi Gempler and Police 
Officer Jim Elder, would like to thank 
everyone who donated items, 
v o l u n t e e r e d  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d 
participated in the event!  ♦ 

T he 2013 Law Enforcement Torch Run for 
Special Olympics was held on June 6th this 

year. This year’s Torch Run was the 11th 
consecutive year for the Southern Leg which runs 
through Walworth County. Officers and Deputies 
representing Walworth County Sheriff’s Office, 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, Elkhorn PD, 
Kenosha PD, Delavan PD and Whitewater PD 
participated in this year’s Southern Leg of the 
Special Olympics event. Whitewater Police 
Department Sgt. Dave Gempler, along with several 
Walworth County representatives, participated in the entire 
event this year which ended in Steven’s Point where he 
connected with hundreds of Special Olympic athletes for 
their formal opening ceremony. Dave had the privilege of 
being involved as a flag bearer in the opening ceremonies. 
Those involved in this year’s Law Enforcement Torch Run 
included Chief Lisa Otterbacher, her husband Sergeant Tim 
Otterbacher and son Calvin; Det. Sgt. Tina Winger, and her 
husband Deputy Dan Winger and sons Brady and Travis 
Winger along with friend Conner Dalzin; Dispatcher Heidi 

Gempler, Ofc. Jacob Hintz, Juv. Ofc. Saul Valadez, Ofc. 
Derrick Schleis, Records Technician Cathy Swartz’s son 
Drew.  Our county bike travelers included Captain Brian Uhl, 
Sgt. Dan Bradford, Support Services Manager Kathy Boyd, 
Ofc. Neal Kolb and children Taiya and Tristen; and City of 
Whitewater Parks and Recreation Events Manager Michelle 
Dujardin.  A special thank you goes out to Ofc. Kolb and 
UWW Sgt Burt for coordinating Whitewater’s participation 
and to Bicyclewise for their very welcoming support along 
with their generous food and beverage donations. ♦ 


