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Where can I Learn More? 
• LWM Legislative Bulletin Archive:  

– http://www.lwm-info.org/index.asp?SEC=0DA85274-D917-4707-A244-
2C3CD647C8A6&Type=B_BASIC 

 

• LWM Capital Buzz Archive: 
– http://www.lwm-info.org/index.asp?SEC=BD20CAA5-CAAB-4CC0-B01D-

2560B4C35C6D&Type=B_BASIC 
 

• Wisconsin Counties Association Report: 
– http://www.wicounties.org/blastlibrary/docs/2015_State_Budget_Summa

ry.pdf 
 

• DOA Budget In Brief: 
– http://www.doa.state.wi.us/Documents/DEBF/Budget/Biennial%20Budget

/2015-17%20Executive%20Budget/bib1517.pdf 
 

• Assembly Budget Bill (AB21): 
– http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/ab21.pdf   
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State Budget Highlights 

• Impact on Municipalities 
– Status Quo Items 

– Notable Changes 

• Impact on Schools 

• Impact on UW System 

• Next Steps 



Municipalities: Status Quo 

• Levy Limits – No Change 

• Shared Revenue – No Change 

• Expenditure Restraint – No Change 

• Payments for Municipal Services – No 
Change 



Municipalities: Notable Changes 

• Economic Development 

• Parks, Trails & Natural Resources 

• Property Assessment 

• Property Insurance 

• Property Tax Bill Changes 

• Recycling Grant Program 

• Transportation Funding 

 



Municipalities: Notable Changes 

• Economic Development 
– WEDC + WHEDA = FWDA 

– $55M for Regional Revolving Loans 

– Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit Limits 

– $6M to Broadband Expansion Grant Program 



Municipalities: Notable Changes 

• Parks, Trails & Natural Resources 
– Stewardship Grant Moratorium 

– Modify Urban Forestry Grant program 

 

• Whitewater: 
– Loss of a land purchase resource 



Municipalities: Notable Changes 

• Property Assessment 
– County-based by 2017 

– Transition begins in 2016 

– Municipal charge back for the service 

 

• Whitewater: 
– Loss of control 

– Positive workload shift 

 



Municipalities: Notable Changes 

• Property Insurance 
– Local Government Property Insurance Fund 

– No contract renewals after January 2016 

– City would need to contract with another provider 
by January 2017Increased premium cost in the 
future 

 

• Whitewater:  
– Increase in property insurance rates 

 



Municipalities: Notable Changes 

• Recycling Grant Program 
– Reduction of $4 Million in 2015-2016 

– Restore $4 Million in 2016-2017 

– Whitewater impact: unknown 

 

• Whitewater 
– Unknown but negative 

 

 



Municipalities: Notable Changes 

• Transportation Funding 
– 4% increase in general transportation aids as 

approved in the 2013-15 budget. 
Repeals state requirements that exceed federal 
law related to bicycle and pedestrian facilities on 
new highway projects. 

– Prohibits WisDOT of Community Sensitive Design 
on highway projects. 

 
 



Impact on Schools 

• $150 per pupil “categorical aid” cut  
– Equal to $290,000 for 2015-2016 

 

• Revenue Limit Freeze 
– 2017 Revenue < 2009 Revenue 

 



Impact on UW System 

• Reduce UW System funding by 13% 

• UW-W over 30% cut in GPR 
– Need to cover a gap of more than $6.4 Million 

• In-state tuition freeze 



Next Steps 

• Legislative Fiscal Bureau review 

• Joint Finance Committee (JFC) review 

• JFC public hearings 

• JFC begins voting 

• Legislature (both houses) review and 
approve by June 


