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City of Whitewater ~ A Brief History

Whitewaterreceived its name froma tribe of
PoawatomiNative Americanghat had settledlong the
Whitewater Rivei(known today as #n\Whitewater
Creek). Thename Watbe gannaw-po-cat,meaning
Awhi t ewasagiver to thareadue to tle white
sands which lay at the bottom of the creek.

The Whitewater area was first settled in 1836
when Alvin Foster made his first stake the land by
marking his name on a tree. In 18%amuel Prince built
the first log cabin near the currentsite/dh i t ewat e |
Indian
Mounds Park.
After a six
., | day trip on
. 4| foot, 20
settlers
arrived here
from
Milwaukee
and started
the early
makings of
Whitewater It was nountil 1839,wi t h Dr . Tr i
donation of money for the Old Stone Mill, that
Whitewater started to growThe mill helped to creatthe
newindustrialhub of Whitewater

Three main arterie¥Vhitewater, Main and Center
Streets weréaid outin 184Q In 1852,the first railway
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to crossWisconsin laid its tracks through Whitewater,
spurringindustrial growth WinchesteandDeWolf
Plow Factory (1850):sterly Reaper Workd 857) and
Winchester and Partridg&f/agon Workg1860)were
someofWa | wor t h fir6tandbggestondustries
The Esterly
Reaper Works
was the
largest
4| employerin
vl t he ' 1880
employing
1 525. Esterly
employees

: — built homes
Whitewater éds Mai n Sitgosetothe

(Image courtesy of Irvin L. Young Library)

factory on the eastideof the city, hencethe

surroundingarea beame known agReapervilleo

Variousi ndustries fuel ed M\O2i t e
whenthe Esterly Reaper Wks moved to Minnesota and
the Wagon Works shut dowthus markinghe end of

Wh i t e wfiast irelusthasera.

With the loss of two major ingstries Whitewater
lost onequarterof its populatioranddid not regaints
1890 poptation leveluntil 1950. During the World
Wars and the @atDepression Whitewater relied on
small trade and industries to sustain its economy.
Agricultural productsincludingeggs, farm produce,
cheese, dairy products, livestock and small ganazle
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up 66 percerd f Whi t ewat er s tr ad

Meanwhile, the Whitewater Normal Schduaihich later
evolved into theJniversity of WisconsidWhitewater)
went about itdusines®f training teachers. The School
made several changes through years, including
diversifying their studies. After World Wdl, veterans
returningfrom war boosted enrollmerdending this
school vell on its way to becoming therliversity it is
today. Between tle University and the manufacturing
and service industriase havetoday, Whitewater has
seen many change$Vhitewaterlooks forward to this
century and whathe future has in store . . .
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Bassett House- 708 W. Main Street

Image coutesy of Irvin L. Young Library

This Italianatestyle housduilt in 1857has many
decorative details including a bracketed frienelbay
window with mansard roof, brackets, modillidmocks
and keystones. The rear wing was added in 1878. The
Thomas Bssett family lived in the house for 70 years.
Since 1928 it has been the home of the Federation of
Womends Clubs.
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W. DeWolf House~ 707-709 W. Main Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This late-Italianatehome was built in 1873 by
William DeWolf. DeWolf joinedWinchesteras businss
partneran a plow companyln 1867,DeWolf sold his
share othe business tor. JohnPartridge. The
company then became Whitewater Wagon Works. After
selling his share of the plow business, DeWolf went on to
own alocal hardware store.
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EngebretsenDorr ~622W. Main Street
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Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This Queen Anestyle house was built in 1895.
Edward Engeletsen was a dry goods merchas,well
as Whi t e waeaserer@rsdecodnd kot Jofin
Dorr, who worked as the headtoth e EIl ect r i c
sales departmenas his soan law. This was the first
house in Whitewater to be wired for electricity.he
house is now the Victoria on Main Bed and Breakfast.
An urn given from the original buildeo the
Engebretsemstill sits on a pedestal in the home.
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G. W. Esterly House~ 604W. Main Street

Photograph by R. Ala Lucet

Built in 1876 this late Italianate house was owned
by G.W. Esterly (son of George Esterfpunder of
Esterly Reapeworks). The house was designed by
H.C. Koch a well known architedrom Milwaukee Of
special interest is the art glass in the inside foyteras
| ater the home of Frank Hy
College (UWWhitewater). The carriage houseahsat
behind the house has now been converted to a house.
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Winchester House~ 532W. Main Street
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Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This Italianatestylehouse was built i1851by
Nelson Salisbury Winchesterthe original owner of the
housewas the fonder ofthe Winchester and Partridge
Wagon Works Co. (which was located Whitewater St.
near the corner of Center Stfhe house was also owned
by prominent business man, Mr. Dadmun, who was
owner of the local feed millCurrentlythe house is used
forMeyer 6s Chi ramgpstudeatthousing.Of f i
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Sanger Marsh House~ W. 522 Main Street

Potoph by R. Alan Luckett

This early Italianatestyle house was built in 1861
by Nelson Salisburgndis thought to be the most intact
house of this archattural style in the City of
Whitewater. The housevasat one time owned by Henry
Kiser who lived upstairs and had his law office
downstairs.Originally this house, along with many
along Main Street, stood on a 9 &&e lotextending
back to what is n@ Starin Road.
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Leon Pescheret House 521 W. Main Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This Tudor Revivaktylehouse was built in 1912
by Mr. Littlejohn. It was originally owned by Johnny
Ohinhausvho was a barber downtowtt became the
home of leon Pescheret, Whitewadewell-known artist
and color etcher Originally born in London, England
Pescheremoved here in 1918nd into this house in
1930. Pescheretenovated t he home
and is now the site of Mercy Medical Rehabititan
Center.
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J.J. Starin House~507W. Main Street

Image esy of Station 13

This Greek Revivastylehousewas built in1860
by Mr. Parkerand later sold to Jacob Starin. The house
was remodeled in 1912 and 1924. In 1920, the fanlight
toppedFrench doors and large veranda were adged
owner, Sander Hoyum The first floor was an elegant
restaurant The Green ShuttersThis sitewasthe first
Sunday Schoditein Whitewater in 1841.Today it is
the site of Mercy Whitewater Medical Clinic
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Kinney-Coxe House~504W. Main Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This house was buiih 1851. It features a Greek
Revival-style with Second Empire and Italianate
alterations.Mrs. Rosepha Tripplived here. The
Northeas corner of this lofeatures théiTerritorial Oak 0
A pair of treegalled thefiTerritorial Oaks 0sedas
surveyreference points1 1836 were once found here
The Rosepha Trippe propewriso had the first log school
built on it in 1840.
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T.D. Weeks / Hall House~ 452\W. Main Street

The house was originallyuldt in 1849in the
Greek Revivalktyle for S. C. Hall, a merchant and
packing plant ownerA largeaddition was added in 1879
to the west side of the hoptaking on a Second Empir
style with Italianate elementdhe elegant frame entry
porch on the south facades a later additian It is now
the current site dflarrison Williams, andMcDonell
Law Offices.
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Newton M. Littlejohn ~429 W. Main Street

Image courtesy of Nanand Jerry Wendt

The Littlejohn house was built in 1859 fiuir.
Littlejohn who was a lumberman, land investmgd
Whi t ewat er 0 sesident.The housewhilel a g e
once owned byheFirst English Lutherahurch was
used as a Parish House wh&teday School classes
were held The house is a cream brick with Italianate
details. It is decorated with brackets, an elaborate bay
window, oculus windows, and an Italianate porch.
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Hamilton House ~ 328 W. Main Street

==
Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This Second Empirstyle House with alterations
from the Queen Annstyle was built in 186Jand served
aspart ofthe Underground Railroadl'he house was
significantlyenlarged in 1881 and Queen Arstgle
details were added in the 18908he house has ba
several ownersl 8 6 -@dsey, 1894 Smithand McKey,
1903 HerbertandElla Hamilton 1 9 5 Oadraternity
where actor and comedian John Belushi once lived
1991, the AlexandeCompanydid a major restoration
I n 1994 the Ander&f8oTmhéheuse p e
Is now owned by Jim and Kattslemingwho operate the
Hamilton Bed and Breakfast
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Nelson Salisbury House- 404W. North Street
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Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

Nelson Salisburgettled in Whitewater in 1856.
Prior to that he lived in Ne York and woked as a
steersman on the Delaware and Hudson Canal. He also
worked as a laborer for Prosper Cravath in New York.
He moved here in 1841 working as a farmer, banker, and
eventually builderHe bui It t hree of
homes: the Sanger Marsh home, the Winchester home
and in 1874his ItalianatestyleresidenceSalisbury lived
in the housentil his death irl880.
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Fetherston House~ 113 North Street
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Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

Thearea where this home is locatedlsedto be
the ice skating A0l Mk Sava danmW
Holed w h eys werelallowed to swirone day and
girls the next. High banks kept the water pooled for
swimming. The area was filled thereby creatinghe
two streams that flow on either sidéthe propertyThe
house wasnovedto this sitefrom its original location on
Center Streetyhere the Whitewater Post Officensw
located Dr. Mumma owned the house while at the
Center Steetlocation, whereas Mr. Fetherston, who ran
the Grist Millownd it atits North Street location.
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Klinger House ~ 220 N. JeffersorStreet

Photograph by R. Alan Lukét—th

The Klinger House, also known as the
Brewmeister House, was built i855and is dine
example of Greek Revivayle. The house haa tunnel
thatled from the south wall of the baseméatthenorth
wall of the oldbrewerythat was located next doott is
believed that the owndrad the tunnel dug because he
disliked walking through inclement weathefhe tunnel
has since been filled in. Dawilliams whose family
has been in the area for four generatigribe curent
owner.
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Pleger House~ 240 N. JeffersorStreet

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

The first land ownemn Whitewaterwas William
Birge. In 1839 Birgeowned 80 acres. Thexteyear
Birge sold the farm to George Wilson, wHhuailt the
house in 1840. In 1845 the house was sold to Asaph
Potts. Later, his house waknownas the Chicago House
since owner Ms. Plegepentmuchtime in Chicago.

The house was designed to help thelerground
Railroadand, #hough the house is not opmthe
public, thetunnel isstill theretoday.
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Melster Pop Factory~ 147 N. GeorgeStreet

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

From the 188006s wuntil 1
of the Melster Pop &ctorywhich produced many flavors
of pop. The compamyas mainly a bottling and delivery
service although kids from the area remember going
there to get a bottle of popn 1898 Melster was credited
for inventing a bottle stopper to seal a botfldnefactory
was later sold to SchmiBrothers and after #t
converted into two apartments.
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Lyman Wight Octagon ~ 127 N. NewcombStreet

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

Built in 1862, ths Octagon House was an
architectural innovation promoted as an ecormairand
functional home. The Wight House is a spialio-story
frame structure with wide overhanging eaves, a carved
frieze, and brackets. The house was built for Lyman
Wight, an inventor who worked at the Esterly Reaper
Works. Octagon houses are quitge, and this example
Is of special note because ofsteall size.
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Zimmerman House~ 157 N. Newcomb Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This house vas built by Mr. Lohmiller foiMr.
William Farmer. The house was built with the prospect
of a rail ine going through the arpandthat roomscould
berenedby railroad workersThe r ai |l r oad
until later, but the rooms ended up beingednout to
Esterly Workers. In the first half of the 19QB8e first
floor was a grocery store
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Carlsen House~ 840 E. Main Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This house was built ithe1850s. In 1872
Christen Carlso and his wife Nelly Pederson moved
here fromSweden He was a plasterer amdllpaperer.
Later,he was a janitor at the Eastside &ulh The house
has had alterations in 18800 @kitch@n),1 9 50 6 s
(enclosepor ch), and i n t bvwnedl 97
by the Therrian familgince 198. This area was known
as Reapervillsincemost of thenousesvereowned by
EsterlyReaperworkemployees.
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Dorr House ~ 208S. Wisconsin Street

Image courtesy of Dicand Pam Kraus

This house was ownedbyh e t ownos bl
Tim Dorr. Some timedter, the housdecame thded
Johnson Grocery Stormtil the 1960s.Since the 1970s
it has ben theFloral Villa flower and gift shopowned
by Dick and Pam Kraus.
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Birge House~ 409 S. Whiton Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

Thishome built in the 1848, was once owned by
William Birge, an early Whitewater settler. William
Birge wasthefather of Julius Birge The Birge fountain
| ocated on Whi ttevasabonateddoshe Ma
City in honor of the birth of Julius BirgeMr. Erwin
Castle, who worked at the condengebought the house
in 1939 for $1900. The hougenow owned byernon
Castle The house was remodeled extensively in the
1980s.
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Coppins House~ 123S. Church Street
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Photograph bR. Alan Luckett

This house was once owned by Geaagd Jane
Coppins. @®@orge wasnundertaker. Jaraterhelped
startthe Skindhgsrude Funerdiome She had an
agreement with Skindingsrude to look at her shadeh
day. If they were up, she was finé;they were down, he
was to check on heiOne day the shades were down, he
checked on her, and she had passed aw@ayrently, the
building is the home of thEirst English Lutheran
Church Thrift Shop
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Smith -Allen House~ 445W. Center Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

Built in 1856 this housdeatures a threstory
tower in the Italian Villastyle The house was buby
Porter and Hunter, local builders, for E. A. Smith, a local
merchant. Other owners include: Nathan Allen, a
| umber man, and TeWhitdwater)o6 s C
President Robert Williams. It wascerestoredoy
Galen and Rose Smith
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Humphrey-Ambrose House~ 724 W. Center Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This stately Queen Anrngtyle housavas
originally owned by Haywood Humphregwner of the
Century Pen Company. The house was ldtehboyhood
home of author/historian Stephen E. Biose. 1 was
built between 18871892. The house retains many
elegant structural and decorativetteas typical of this
style. The house featweriginal beveled glass windows
andanembossed metal fireplace facing.
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McCready House~ 727 W. Center Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This High Victorian ltalianatestyle home was
built in 1877 Charles Stowers, a Methodistmster,
purchased the home in 1877 for $700. In 1880, he sold it
to Orlando Gallt. Gallt was involved in the mercantile
business ahpaid $4000 for the property. The basement
still has a dirt floor coal room and the exterior and
interior trim is original. The property has been owned by
William Birge, Ansel Salisbury, Timothy Abbott and
Harold Anderson.
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Partridge House~ 745W. Center Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This Italianatestyle house was built by Johand
Henrietta Partridge in 1856. Partridge migrated to
Whitewater in 1846 and set up a mercantile business.
From 18570 1892 he was a partner in the Winchester
ard Partridge Manufacturing Co., which made popular
wagons, i ncludi ng .o higlargeWh i
doublebricked house is topped with two widow walks,
andhas two white marble and two black slate fireplaces.
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F. J. Starin Mansion~ 131 N. FremontStreet
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Photograph b R. Alan ct

The firm of Cook, Roseman, and Kjujn built this
home for civil engineeand land speculator Frederick
Starin, who renodeled it in 1878. Originallg two-story
cream brick house whidecame much largevhen a
mansardoof was added to a third story, making a thur
floor ballroom. Onceised as student housjribe
mansion wasestored by DaandJean Sablandis now
known as théiSable House.
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Starin/Converse House- 161 N. Fremont Street

Photograph by R. AIanUckett

F.J. Starin built this two story, yellow brick
Italianatestyle house in 1869 for use by his daughter,
Margare, and sonn-law, Elliot Converse. In 1877
Elliot Converse left town and Margaret returned to the
Starin Mansion, owned by her Fathéter Father paid
the taxes on 161 Fremont Street after 1877. The front
porch was added to the home in the 1880s. Note the
three ranked facade openings with two front doors and
lovely fan lights.
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Dahlen/Brigham Home~ 166 N. Fremont Street

Photographby R. Alan Luckett

This two story white frame Queen Ansg/le
home was originally builby Edward Dahlen sometime
between 885 and 1891 Edward Dahlen, a Norwegian
Immigrant, came to Whitewater to work for George
Esterly The Brigham family has liveoh the home for
over50vyears. There is a &tory tower at the left corner
of the front facadeand at Christmastiméere is a
Christmas tredisplayedn each of the tower windows.
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Henderson House- 541 Harper Street

The Henderson House wasilbin 1859 It was

used as the high school from 188385where twelve
students were instructed by Odie Ewing. The Henderson
family has lived there since 1902 and has owned the
property since 1908. The land was originally pusgth
from the U.S. Governmemt 1839 by Asaph Pratt as a
640 acre plot. Various lots were sold off through the
years including 1 acrelot for $125 to thenewrailroad

in 1852.
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Whitewater ~ Map of Sout® West Sides
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Numbers refer to the pages on which the entries are listed.
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City of Whitewater ~

/4
4. Bassett House ~ T8 W. Main Street 20, Melster Pop Factory ~ 147 N. George Street
3. W, DeWoif House ~ 707-709 W, Main Sweet 21, Lyman Wight Octagon ~ 127 N, Newcomb Street
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Historical Tour Map
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Hillside Cemetery University of Wisconsin-Whitewater = 800 W. Main Street

42, Ouk Grove Cemetery 60, Esterly School Site ~ W, Center & S, Whiton Streets
43, Trippe Loke Park 62 Little Brick School Site ~ 402 W. Main Street
44, Starin Park 63, Lincoln School =~ 242 8. Prince Street
45, Big Brack Park 64, Washingron School ~ 506 E. Main Street
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7. Brewery Hill Park 67. Whitewiter Bible Church ~ 511 W, High Strect
48, Mill Race Park 68, St Luke's Episcopal ~ 146 S, Church Street
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S1. Whitewater Passenger Depot Tir. Methodist Chiurch = 145 8. Prince Street
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53 Moraine View Park 74, Whitewater Community Church ~ WE231 Highway 12
4. Whitewater Creek Conservancy Area 75. Ca Lutheran Church and University Chapel ~ 234 N, Prince St
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Pope Home- 514 S. Janesville Street

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

Built in the 186G, this house as originally a
residerebut is nowused as officesThe current owner,
Craig Pope, is restoring the house to its original state. A
front and back peh as well as a back addition have been
removed. The limestone basement has been restored.
The original brick carriage house that stood behind the
house will be replicated. The house has original trim,
décor, and floors.
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Portman Home~ 302 S. PrinceStreet

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

This house, built in 1851, waowned at one time
by i D aicednddiemphysemsatickenwife. It
served as boarding house for 7 to 8 female practicing
teachers who reatlthe upstairs In lieu of paying board
the teacherswoulhkke car e of @ADaddyo
There have been 3 additions: changing the front door
location, then an additioof a bedroom, kitchen, and
indoor bathroom, and then asgéason roomThe house
Is currently owned by Penny Portman.
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Calvary Cemetery

Photograph by R. Alan Luckett

Lucinda and Nelso Fryer donated thigndin
1865intendingit to be the Catholic Cemetery. 1914,
the Calvary Cemetery Association was formed to
improve thegrounds Among the improvements was
stonegateway entrance. In 1960ey sold 4acres of
landfor $16,000to the State of Wisconsto build two
dormitories. Calvary Cemetery is one of two private
cemeteries located within an Americamiversity
campus
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